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Official Bandinfo

(Autumn 2005)

Over the years THE SPECIAL GUESTS have been praised a lot and given several honorary titles - „cult band“, „premier league of European Ska“, „champions league of Ska“. The band appreciates these titles, but – everybody should make their own way – decided to rather call themselves „pirates of pop“. Without the support by a major company and without heavy rotation on MTV, THE SPECIAL GUESTS have acquired a fan base all over Europe by playing hundreds of concerts between Vienna, Copenhagen, Prague and Paris.

The band stands for handmade music with a groove, a fat horn section and thrilling instrumental solos. They are fronted by their charismatic new singer Willie Ocean, who adds a lot of soul to their well proven style.

Yes, THE SPECIAL GUESTS are a Ska band! But, always with respect to the Jamaican roots of this music, they play their very own way. There are up-tempo party songs as well as relaxed Rocksteady songs and instrumentals. It is not only fun for the musicians on stage. THE SPECIAL GUESTS make the crowd dance all night and leave you soaked with sweat.

If you want to know what Ska made in Berlin sounds like in 2005 you have got to listen to their new album, Suspicious Delicious. This is Ska. This is Berlin. Shake your belly, move your hip!

Press reviews:

„... they are pleasently standing out from the uniformity of the national scene of these days – more of this!“ (riddim)

„... extremely good music for dancing! They are definitely one of the best Ska bands in Germany“ (rock news)

„... fine stompers for all who like to skank. Winner of the Ska world championship 2002“ (uncle sallys)

„... welcome to the champions league of ska“ (warschauer)
THE SPECIAL GUESTS ARE

Willie Ocean (voc)

Marko Felgenhauer (tp)

Daniel Sauerborn (as)

David Ackermann (ts)

Hans-Henning Raven (tb)

Christoph Becker (g)

Sebastian Blottner (p, org)

Florian Brückner (b)

Lukas Leonhardt (dr)

THE SPECIAL GUESTS DISCOGRAPHY

Strength To Leave (EP) 




(1997)

Specialized (CD / doLP)




(1998)

Can’t Stand Sitting (CD / LP)




(2000)

If The Kids Are United (Maxi-CD / -LP)


(2001)

Toxic Sweet Love (CD / LP; SPV 080-87642) 

(2002)

Brothers In Style (Split-EP / -CD)



(2003)



and out now:

Suspicious Delicious (CD / LP)



(2005)



+ diverse nat. / internat. Sampler
